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PROGRAM 

9:15 AM LET’S ZUMBA  

 Led by Margarita Wilson

9:30 AM CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

10:00 AM WELCOME & GREETINGS 

 Grace Kong, 2023 AAWC President
 Elizabeth Murphy, Senior VP of Regulatory & External

Affairs, PECO

10:05 AM SPECIAL RECOGNITION (presented by Grace Kong, 2023 
AAWC President) 

Susanna Foo, Restauranteur & entrepreneur 

Rhona Cooper, Public Health Preparedness Clinical 
Coordinator, Philadelphia Health Department 

10:10 AM COVID-19 UPDATE & THE ASIAN COMMUNITY 

 Rhona Cooper, Philadelphia Health Department

Q&A Session 

10:40 AM COMFORT BREAK 

11:00 AM MOVING FORWARD WITH SAFETY, SECURITY, AND STABILITY 

(Moderated by Pearl Lee, Financial Advisor, Janney 
Montgomery & Scott LLP) 

Panel A.  Personal Safety (on the street, in your 
neighborhood, and on campus) 

Speakers: 

 Maria Kim, AAWC Advisory Board Member  & Retired
Philadelphia Police Officer
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 Donna Gray, Manager for Risk Reduction and Advocacy
Services, Temple University Campus Safety

Q&A Session 

11:20 AM Panel B. Financial Security 

Speakers: 

 Basic Budgeting
- Ping-Ho Lee, Program Manager, Philadelphia

Chinatown Development Corporation (PCDC)

 Managing Energy Costs/PECO Energy Assistance
Programs
 Rosaura Hernandez-McCall, Senior Accounts

Representative, PECO

Q&A Session 

11: 40 AM Panel C. The Connection between Mental Well-Being and 
Physical Health 

Speakers: 

 Dr. Emily Eaton, Pharmacy Resident, Jefferson University
Hospital

 Gratitude
 Aimee Kim, Professor of Psychology, Drexel University

Q&A Session 

12:00 PM AAWC SWEARING-IN CEREMONY 
 Presided by Cecilia Moy Yep and Judge Ida Chen,

AAWC Co-Founders

12:10 PM AAWC ANNUAL COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT (in collaboration 
with the Catholic Daughters of America to benefit those in need 
in the Frankford and Kensington neighborhoods) 

 Cheryl Viscomi, Community Volunteer
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12:12 PM AAWC ANNUAL MEETING 

 Presentation of 2022 Annual Reports

- Grace Kong, AAWC President
- Margaret Chin, AAWC Treasurer

12:30 LUNCH 

1:00 PM MOVING FORWARD WITH SELF-CONFIDENCE 

(Moderated by Sarorng Sorn, Director of Immigrant/Refugee 
Affairs and Language Access Services, Philadelphia Department 
of Behavioral Health and Intellectual disAbility Services) 

 Video:
 Crystal Espanol, Founder, Crystal Espanol Coaching

& Consulting LLC

Speakers: 

 Maria Do, President, Alpha Sigma Rho Sorority Inc.,
Epsilon Chapter, Temple University

 Amy Liang, Physician Assistant, Virtua Our Lady of
Lourdes Hospital & AAWC’s 2014 Powell Family Scholar

 Kim Vo, Scientist in Therapeutic Discovery, Johnson &
Johnson

Q&A Session 

1:20 PM CLOSING REMARKS  

 Marife Domingo, AAWC Vice President

1:22 PM RAFFLE PRIZES  
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

Susanna Foo 
Susanna Foo was born in Inner Mongolia, 
China, and grew up in Taiwan. While 
studying at the National Taiwan University, 
she met her husband E-Hsin Foo. She and her 
husband later went to the United States for 
further studies.  In 1979, they moved to 
Philadelphia, PA to help E-Hsin’s family run 
the Center City branch of Hu-Nan, a 
neighborhood Chinese restaurant. Prior to 
this, Susanna had never worked in a 
professional kitchen. 

It was at Hunan that Susanna met Jacob Rosenthal, founder of the 
Culinary Institute of America, who became a major influence in her life, 
and to whom she would later dedicate her first cookbook. With 
Rosenthal’s recommendation, Susanna studied at the Culinary Institute of 
America where she learned French cooking techniques that she would 
later adapt to Chinese cuisine. Susanna believed that authenticity and 
improvisation in cooking are not contradictory, and should expand 
beyond national or regional boundaries. Her cooking style has changed 
the paradigm of Chinese food by combining the best and freshest Chinese 
ingredients with classical French techniques. 

In 1987, she opened the eponymous Susanna Foo Chinese Cuisine, which 
serves a fusion of Chinese and French cuisine.  In 1989, Esquire Magazine 
named Susanna Foo Chinese Cuisine as the best new restaurant of the 
year, and the Food & Wine magazine recognized Susanna as best new 
chef.  In 1995, she published her first book, Susanna Foo Chinese Cuisine: 
The Fabulous Flavors and Innovative Recipes of North America’s Finest Chinese 
Cook. This won her a James Bread Foundation Award for best international 
cookbook.  She won a second James Beard Foundation Award in 1997 for 
the Best Chef in the Mid-Atlantic region. 
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She opened a new restaurant at the Borgata Casino complex in Atlantic 
City in 2003, and wrote a second book in 2005.  In 2009, she sold Susanna 
Foo Chinese Cuisine after her husband fell ill. With her husband’s passing 
a year later, followed by her son’s death due to ALS, Susanna decided to 
retire and focus her time in consulting work, cooking classes, and fund 
raising for ALS and the Philadelphia Free Library. 

Rhona Cooper 
Rhona Cooper, MSN, MA, RN is the Clinical 
Coordinator on the Bio-Terrorism/Public Health 
Preparedness Team at the Philadelphia Department 
of Public Health’s Division of Disease Control. She is 
an emergency planner with responsibility for the 
development and implementation of the City of 
Philadelphia’s response to public health 
emergencies. 

She has been a leader in the planning and operation of the City’s response 
to COVID-19, MPOX, and other biological emergencies. Ms. Cooper has 
been particularly proud of her involvement in the City’s management of 
the healthcare of 25,000 evacuees from Afghanistan at Philadelphia 
International Airport during Operation Allies Welcome, as well as the 
current sheltering of asylum seekers who have arrived in Philadelphia by 
buses sent from Texas. 

Before joining the Department of Public Health, Rhona worked for over 
28 years as a certified school nurse and a nurse administrator for the 
School District of Philadelphia.  
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FEATURED SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS 

IDA CHEN – The Honorable Ida Chen was born in Hong Kong and 
migrated to the United States from Indonesia. She serves in the 
Philadelphia Family Court, and is the first female Asian American 
Judge in Pennsylvania. 

MARGARET CHIN – Margaret retired from the School District of 
Philadelphia after 38 years of service to the children of 
Philadelphia.  She was the principal of Southwark School in South 
Philadelphia, and served as a cabinet member of the central 
administration.  She was one of the first Asian Americans who 
held a high position at the District, where she was responsible for 
ESOL/Bilingual, World Language, Art and Music, Cultural 
Exchange, Translation and Interpretation services. Margaret is a 
well-respected and active leader in the Asian community. She was 
President of the Asian American Educators (AAE), and the Asian 
American Women’s Coalition (AAWC).  She is the current Vice 
Chair of Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation, a 
member of the Schoolmen’s Club of Philadelphia, and serves as 
trustee to the Christopher Ludwick Foundation. 

RHONA COOPER, MSN, MA, RN – Rhona is the Clinical Coordinator on the 
Bio-Terrorism/Public Health Preparedness Team at the 
Philadelphia Department of Public Health’s Division of Disease 
Control. She is an emergency planner responsible for the 
development and implementation of Philadelphia’s response to 
public health emergencies. 

MARIA DO – Maria describes herself as a Vietnamese, born and raised in 
Philadelphia.  She is a senior at Temple University with a Criminal 
Justice major with a minor in psychology. She likes doing origami. 

MARIFE DOMINGO – Marife is a Senior Manager of Business Process 
Management at Comcast. She has been with Comcast for over 12 
years, initially as Senior Engineer at Business Services, and then 
as Manager with Xfinity Consumer Services. Prior to joining 
Comcast, Marife worked at Temple University Beasley School of 
Law managing databases and judicial clerkship application 
process for students and alumni. Marife serves as Vice President 
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of AAWC, and leads the organization in community service 
projects with corporate and non-profit partners. She also manages 
a Rondalla string ensemble that holds annual benefit concerts for 
disaster victims in the Philippines. Marife holds a degree in 
Information Science and Technology from Temple University and 
master's degrees in Communications and Human Organization 
Science from the University of the Philippines and Villanova 
University, respectively. She lives in Philadelphia with her 
mother. 

EMILY EATON – Emily is a pharmacy resident at Thomas Jefferson 
University Hospital in Philadelphia, PA. She completed her 
Doctorate of Pharmacy from Jefferson College of Pharmacy, and 
received a bachelor’s in biochemistry from Lebanon Valley 
College. When she’s not at the hospital, Emily spends time with 
her husband, Josh, and their greyhound, Patch.  

CRYSTAL ESPANOL – Crystal practiced law for over 10 years before starting 
her own company as a business and career coach.  Crystal helps 
business owners, leaders, and other professionals become more 
efficient and confident decision makers. She also helps 
individuals find clarity and act towards their dreams. Crystal 
completed her law degree from the William S. Boyd School of Law 
at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas and received her B.A. in 
Criminology, Law & Society from the University of California, 
Irvine. She also completed the Accomplishment Coaching’s 
Coach Training Program.  She lives in Los Angeles with her 
husband and two kids. 

SUSANNA FOO – For almost 40 years, Susanna has changed the paradigm 
of Chinese food, combining traditional Chinese ingredients with 
classical French techniques. With two cookbooks and numerous 
citations, including two James Beard Awards, she is widely 
recognized as one of America’s top Chinese chefs. Her first 
restaurant located in Philadelphia, Susanna Foo Chinese Cuisine, 
(closed in 2010) offered the best of Chinese/French fusion and was 
named by Esquire Magazine in 1989 as best new restaurant of the 
year. 

DONNA GRAY – Donna is the Manager for Risk Reduction and 
Advocacy Services at Temple University. Through her work, 
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she is able to help educate and empower individuals so they can 
address potential harm appropriately, and contribute to the safety 
and well-being of the Temple community and beyond. A native 
of Philadelphia, Donna received her undergraduate degree from 
Millersville University and her Master’s degree in Counseling 
from Temple University. She teaches self-defense, and finds it 
fulfilling to see her students transform from being scared to 
becoming aware and prepared. 

ROSAURA HERNANDEZ-MCCALL – Rosaura is a Senior Account 
Representative for Small Business at PECO’s Customer 
Experience Department.  In her role, Rosaura builds and fosters 
relationships with small businesses in PECO’s service 
territory.  She has over 15 years of experience in business and 
operations management as well as small business management.  

AIMEE KIM – Aimee is a developmental psychologist who largely focuses 
on how the cultural environment shapes the way we perceive and 
understand our world and influences our thinking from the early 
stages of human development.  As a professor, she teaches a wide 
range of courses in psychology at Drexel University and the 
University of Pennsylvania.  She also serves as an Outreach and 
Clinical Support Specialist at HeadsUp (Department of Psychiatry 
at Penn), an organization whose mission is to help end stigma 
around psychosis, promoting early intervention for individuals 
with the experience of psychosis early in life. 

MARIA KIM – Maria was born in Korea and migrated to Philadelphia 
when she was 10 years old.  She applied to the Philadelphia Police 
Department (PPD) on the urging of her father so that she could 
help the Korean immigrant community. At that time, there was 
no one at the PPD who spoke Korean.  She worked for over 25 
years at the PPD, learning valuable life experiences, and thereafter 
retired with the rank of sergeant.  She remains grateful to her 
father for encouraging her to join the police force. 

GRACE WU KONG – Grace is a mother of three children, and has two 
beautiful grandchildren. She was born in Hong Kong and 
migrated to Philadelphia as a child. She has an Associate Degree 
in Dietetics/Food and Clinical Nutrition from the Community 
College of Philadelphia, and a Bachelor’s degree in Business 
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Administration from Gwynedd-Mercy University.  She has been 
working in the medical field for the past 35 years, starting as a 
dietetic technician and dietary supervisor at Jefferson University 
Hospital, community liaison and interpreter at the Chinese 
Health Information Center, and then as personal care plus 
specialist for Ameri-Choice. She assisted Ameri-Choice open its 
first Chinatown Community Service Center in Philadelphia to 
enable qualified community members avail of healthcare benefits. 
She worked as partnership specialist for the US Census Bureau 
during the 2010 and 2020 Census; as education manager for the 
Health Promotion Council; and, since 2013, serves as director of 
the Chinese community unit at the Echelon Care and 
Rehabilitation Center. She has been involved with the Asian 
community for over 30 years, continuously advocating for 
immigrant rights and providing resources to various immigrant 
communities. Grace served as executive director for the Greater 
Philadelphia Overseas Chinese Association. She also co-founded 
the Chinese American Women Sisterhood Society of Philadelphia. 
She is a member of the Mayor’s Commission on Asian Pacific 
American Affairs in Philadelphia, and sits on several Boards, 
including, the Asian American Women’s Coalition, Penn Asian 
Senior Services Inc., Asian Advisory Committee for Philadelphia 
Corporation for Aging, Northeast Philadelphia Chinese 
Association, and the Asian American Lions Club. 

PEARL LEE – Pearl serves as Vice President of Investments in the 
Philadelphia office of Janney Montgomery Scott LLC, where for 
the past 17 years, she has advised individuals and families in 
achieving their financial goals.  Prior to her current role, Pearl had 
a 19-year tenure at Morgan Stanley serving clients in the same 
capacity. Pearl is a Board Member and Treasurer at the Penn 
Asian Senior Services Inc., an organization that promotes the 
wellbeing of Asian American seniors and other adults challenged 
by language and cultural barriers. She is also on the Board of the 
Asian American Women’s Coalition, where she serves as Finance 
Chair. 

PING-HO LEE – Ping manages the day-to-day operations of PCDC’s Family 
Support program, including Housing Counseling, Benefit Access, 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and ESL programs. Ping 
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is a HUD certified Housing Counselor and has earned certificates 
in Homeownership Counseling, Pre-Purchase Counseling, Post-
Purchase Counseling and Financial Capability. She has a BA in 
Computer Science from Drexel University and joined PCDC in 
2013. Ping is passionate in helping clients secure basic needs and 
get on the path to financial self-sufficiency. Outside of work, she 
is a dedicated high school volleyball coach and a collegiate referee 
in the Philadelphia area. 

AMY LIANG – Amy was a recipient of AAWC’s 2014 Powell Family 
Foundation scholarship. She completed her undergraduate 
studies at the University of the Sciences and her graduate degree 
at Pace University.  She is a Physician Assistant at Virtua Our 
Lady of Lourdes Hospital in liver, kidney, and pancreas 
transplant surgery and vascular surgery. Prior to her current role, 
she worked at Virtua Mount Holly Hospital in vascular surgery 
and at Temple University Hospital in cardiac surgery and thoracic 
transplantation.  She considers her work in transplant surgery a 
very rewarding experience since it provides second chances to 
patients with organ failure. Her interests outside the hospital 
include attending cycle classes, volunteering for an organization 
that provides programming for adults with Down syndrome, and 
raising her two beloved pups. 

ELIZABETH A. MURPHY – Elizabeth is the Senior Vice President for 
Governmental, Regulatory & External Affairs at PECO, an Exelon 
Company. Through leadership of regulatory strategy and policy, 
government affairs, economic development, and community 
engagement, Murphy drives PECO’s commitment to provide its 
customers and communities with safe, reliable, clean, and 
affordable energy and energy services. Her team also manages 
PECO's suite of award-winning energy efficiency programs and 
gas and electric procurement. Elizabeth has receive numerous 
recognitions for her commitment to the community, among these: 
the Take the Lead Award from the Girl Scouts of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania; Trailblazer Award from PathWays Pennsylvania; 
and the Service to Humanity Award from the March of Dimes. 
She was honored by The Pennsylvania Diversity Council as one 
of the area's Most Powerful & Influential Women, and named 
among Main Line's Most Influential Women by Main Line Today. 



11 

SARORNG (RORNG) SORN – Rorng is the Director of Immigrant/Refugee 
Affairs and Language Access Services for the City of Philadelphia 
Department of Behavioral Health and Intellectual disAbility 
Services (DBHIDS). She develops strategies and policies to 
increase access to behavioral health and intellectual disability 
services for immigrant/refugee and special populations. She has 
over 30 years of combined experience in public, private, and 
nonprofit sectors serving and advocating on behalf of refugee and 
immigrant communities locally and nationally. Her dedicated 
service earned Rorng numerous awards including the Special 
Achievement Award for Dedicated Service in Support of Human 
Rights from the U.S. Department of Justice, and 6ABC’s 
Outstanding Community Service Award.  In 2019, she received an 
honorary degree, Doctor of Humane Letters, from Gwynedd 
Mercy University. Rorng came to the US as a refugee at the age of 
19, and holds a master’s degree in Nonprofit/NGO Leadership 
from the University of Pennsylvania. 

CHERYL JACOBS VISCOMI –Raised in Collingswood, NJ, Cheryl attended 
Drexel University where she earned a B.S. in Nutrition, then an 
MBA in International Business.  Her professional positions 
include serving as quality control director at Stouffer Foods, 
quality control director at Blue Coach Foods, and chief 
dietitian/assistant food service director at St. Agnes Hospital. She 
worked for PECO in appliance sales and customer service, and 
appeared on several radio and television programs. After 
marriage and the arrival of two sons, Cheryl entered the field of 
education and taught in Philadelphia schools for over 30 years. 
Cheryl is an active member of the Legion of Mary and Catholic 
Daughters of America. She will represent AAWC and the Catholic 
Daughters in the community service project of the 2023 AAWC 
Annual Meeting to support the work of the Capuchin Order of 
Priests and Brothers in the Frankford and Kensington 
neighborhoods of Philadelphia. 

KIM VO – Kim is a motivated scientist with 20 years of experience in 
academic and industry settings supporting small molecule, large 
molecule and cell therapy projects in research and development. 
Kim obtained her B.S in Biology from Albright College, M.S. in 
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Microbiology from Thomas Jefferson University, and Certificate 
in Project Management from Temple University. Kim joined 
Johnson & Johnson in 2010 as a Protein Scientist in Therapeutics 
Discovery, and then transitioned to Drug Product Development-
Large Molecule as a Formulation Scientist in 2017. In the Fall of 
2021, Kim’s role and responsibilities shifted to shape the business 
strategy at the functional level to enable the advancement of drug 
product development from all modalities by focusing on talent, 
innovation, and operations across the global team site locations. 
Kim is ambitious in making a difference in the health of people as 
she is passionate in improving and saving lives around the world. 

MARGARITA WILSON, MAED – Margarita Wilson is a Philadelphia public 
school teacher, and an adjunct professor at Penn GSE and 
Community College of Philadelphia. Margarita is an alumnus of 
Tennessee Temple University and Temple University in 
Philadelphia. She has been a Zumba Instructor for 10 years. 
Margarita teaches Zumba Dance Fitness because of her passion 
for health, fitness, and dance. She also uses Zumba Dance Fitness 
to raise money for her different charities around the world. 

CECILIA MOY YEP – For most of her life, Cecilia has been an active advocate 
for the Chinatown community and still resides there. In 1966, the 
State planned to destroy the Holy Redeemer Church and School. 
Realizing the irrevocable damage this would bring to the 
community, she organized the community’s first Town Meeting. 
She also founded the Philadelphia Chinatown Development 
Corporation (PCDC), which became the leading force to save the 
church and school.  Cecilia led the development of various 
affordable housing projects in Chinatown, including Hing Wah 
Yuen, Dynasty Court, On Lok House, Gim San Plaza, Mei Wah 
Yuen, and Sing Wah Yuen.  She is also proud of the realization of 
her China Friendship Gate project. Cecilia has served on many 
Civic Boards and City Commissions. She received the prestigious 
Philadelphia Award in 1999, and honored as a “Distinguished 
Daughter of Pennsylvania” by Governor Ed Rendell in 2006. 
Cecilia is the co-founder of the Asian American Women’s 
Coalition. 
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ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN’S COALITION 

The ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN’S COALITION (AAWC) is a multicultural 
organization with a mission to advance the interests of Asian American 
women through leadership and mutual support. Founded in 1987 by the 
Honorable Ida Chen and Cecilia Moy Yep, AAWC has initiated numerous 
activities for the Asian community and collaborated with other 
organizations to raise awareness and provide support on issues of interest 
to the Asian American community.  AAWC is also providing scholarship 
support to graduating Asian American female high school seniors 
interested in pursuing a college degree. 

BOARD OFFICERS 

Grace Wu Kong, President 
Marife Domingo, Vice President 

Margaret Chin, Treasurer 
Rona Magno Navera, Co-Secretary 

Jenny Wong, Co-Secretary 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Elizabeth Featherman 
Nancy Francis  
Lily Higgins   
Jacqueline Lam 

Virginia Lam  
Pearl Lee  
Rachel Mak  
Kathy Ngee 

Sarorng Sorn 
Carol Wong 
Sophie Xu 
Gloria Yu 

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS 

Vicky Faye Aquino  
Weena Doyle  
Susanna Foo   
Nydia Han  
Maria Kim   
Melissa Kim  
Leanna Lee-Whitman 

L. Lew
Diana Lin
Michelle Luu
Lan Ngo
Anna Vien Nguyen
Carissa Pineda
Wendy Smith

Cindy Suy  
Natalia Tan  
Kim Vo  
Margaret Yee 
Stephenie Yeung 
Suzanne Young 
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2023 AAWC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

The Asian American Women’s Coalition is now accepting applications to 
its 2023 Scholarship Program. The application form and details are 
available at: https://www.aawcphilly.org/scholarship.html. 

SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
Students who meet the following criteria are eligible to apply: 

 Asian American female high school 12th grade student
graduating in May/June 2023

 Reside in one of the following Pennsylvania counties:
Philadelphia, Delaware, Montgomery, Chester, or Bucks.

 Need financial assistance
 Participate in community service and extracurricular activities
 Minimum of 3.0 cumulative grade point average on a 4.0 scale.
 Will start college/university in Summer or Fall 2023.

HOW TO APPLY 
Interested students may submit complete application documents by mail 
or email no later than March 20, 2023, 11:59 pm, EST. 

Mail To:  Asian American Women’s Coalition 
Attn: 2023 AAWC Scholarship 
301 - 305 North 9th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19107 

Email To:  AAWCScholarship@gmail.com 

REQUIRED APPLICATION DOCUMENTS 
The following documents are required for the scholarship application: 

 Completed application form, with two short narrative responses
 One (1) letter of recommendation from a teacher or community

leader; a second recommendation is optional.
 High School Transcript
 CSS PROFILE or FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student

Aid) Student Aid Report
 Photo (optional)
 PDF documents are preferred for documents sent via email.

https://www.aawcphilly.org/scholarship.html?fbclid=IwAR19pJUK_mktKWELQnDtPze2Pul3OVibGaMH0LndA_pVHHM32Wp1XecfbTE
mailto:AAWCScholarship@gmail.com
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Join us at the AAWC Annual Banquet on May 5, 2023. 
____________________________________________________ 




