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The Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC) is a 
multicultural organization with a mission to advance the interests 
of Asian American women through leadership and mutual support. 
Since it was founded in 1987 by Cecilia Moy Yep and the 
Honorable Ida Chen, AAWC has initiated activities for the Asian 
community and continues to collaborate with other organizations 
to raise awareness and provide support on issues of interest to the 
Asian American community. AAWC is also providing scholarship 
assistance to graduating Asian American female high school 
seniors interested in pursuing a college degree. 
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________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

We are delighted that you have joined us 
for our 36th Annual Scholarship Banquet. 
This is the first time that we are gathering 
in person after the 2020 pandemic to 
celebrate our scholars and show our 
appreciation for your continuing support to 
the Asian American Women’s Coalition. 

At this year’s Banquet we continue to move forward and remain 
unstoppable in our commitment to promote the advancement of 
young Asian American women.  Since we started our scholarship 
program 27 years ago, we have assisted nearly 350 outstanding 
Asian American female high school graduates. Some of them are 
the first in their family to pursue a college education, and they 
represent our hope for a brighter future for Asian Americans in 
this country. 

We recognize that AAWC is able to provide these scholarships 
because of your generous support. We sincerely thank you – our 
donors, corporate sponsors, and long-time partners and friends, 
including the students of Temple, Drexel, and the University of 
Pennsylvania, who contributed their personal funds to support 
their own AAWC scholars. 

Lastly, I have to acknowledge the members of AAWC – our Co-
Founders, Board officers, Advisory Board, and Board of Directors 
who provided guidance and kindly shared their time, resources, 
and expertise to make this Banquet possible. I am personally 
grateful to be in the company of these awesome women. 

Thank you for joining AAWC in honoring our 2023 scholars.  

Grace Wu Kong
AAWC President, 2023
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________________________________________________________________ 

EVENT PROGRAM 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

OPENING REMARKS 
 Grace Wu Kong, AAWC President

WELCOME 
 Alyssa Noelle Geniza, Co-Emcee
 Christina Marie Kong, Co-Emcee

GOVERNOR’S GREETING 
 Stephanie Sun, former Executive Director of Governor

Tom Wolf's Advisory Commission on Asian Pacific
American Affairs

INSPIRATIONAL DIALOGUE 
 Cecilia Moy Yep, AAWC Co-Founder
 Margaret Chin, AAWC Treasurer

CELEBRATORY TOAST 
 Nydia Han, 6abc's Consumer Investigative Reporter,

Troubleshooter, and co-anchor of Action News Sunday
Mornings

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATIONS 

 2020 Scholars
 2021 Scholars
 2022 Scholars
 2023 Scholars

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 Marife Domingo, AAWC Vice President

ANNOUNCEMENT OF RAFFLE WINNERS 
 Carol Wong, AAWC Board Member

Raffle proceeds benefit AAWC programs for the community. 



________________________________________________________________ 

AAWC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
________________________________________________________________ 

The Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC) established a 
scholarship program in 1996 to provide financial support to female 
Asian American high school seniors who are preparing to go to 
college. The AAWC’s Scholarship Selection Committee selects 
recipients based on academic achievement, financial need, and 
community service.  

Initially funded by member contributions, the scholarship program 
has gained support from various donors and allowed AAWC to 
increase the number of scholarship recipients through the years. 
From 1996 to 2023, and even during the pandemic, AAWC has 
awarded scholarship assistance to 344 Asian American female high 
school graduates worth over $850,000.    

In 2023, the AAWC Scholarship Committee, led by Katherine Ngee 
and Gloria Yu, received 24 applications from 16 schools. The 
AAWC Board approved the recommendation of the Scholarship 
Committee to award scholarships to 20 graduating high school 
seniors.  Four (4) students will receive a 4-year scholarship grant, 
and 16 students will receive a one-time merit award.   

A unique feature of the AAWC scholarship program is the 
opportunity available to past scholars and student-led groups to 
support a college-bound student. Notably, Christina Maria Kong, a 
recipient of the 2007 AAWC scholarship, has supported five (5) 
students since 2018. The Filipino Intercultural Society of Drexel 
University and Calla Lily Alpha Sigma Rho at Temple University 
have raised funds for their AAWC scholars since 2013 and 2015, 
respectively. The University of Pennsylvania Philippine Association 
is supporting a scholar this year. AAWC members provide a 
matching contribution to student-funded support. 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

FOUR-YEAR SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amanda Chen 
 

Cecilia Moy Yep Scholar 

Jessica Wu 
 

PECO Scholar 

Britney Lu 
 

David Gitter Memorial Scholar 

Tiffany Gao  
 

Powell Family Foundation Scholar 



Amanda Chen 
2023 Cecilia Moy Yep Scholar 

Amanda is a student at Central High School, 
who excels in both academic and 
extracurricular activities. She is the vice 
president of the Science Olympiad, secretary of 
the Math Club, and vice president of ECSIR. 
She volunteers at Temple University Hospital, 
and is an intern with YDI. Recognized for her 
knowledge and skills, Amanda represented 
Central HS in various Science Olympiad 

competitions, and was part of the team of the first Philadelphia high 
schools to attend a state-level competition, where she placed 9th in Cell 
Biology. She received multiple awards for her academic achievements, 
including her induction into the Barnwell National Honor Society in 
2021. Amanda is also a Questbridge Match Scholar at the University of 
Pennsylvania, where she will further her education in Biology. 

Jessica Wu 
2023 PECO Scholar 

Jessica was born and raised in Philadelphia. 
She attends Central High School where she is a 
member of the Math Club, Science Olympiad, 
Scrabble Club, SEAS, and has participated in 
numerous science fairs.  Jessica actively 
supports her community by volunteering at the 
Sunrise After School Program, Philly Reading 
Coaches, and a local relief center. During her 
high school summers, she would participate in 

programs such as the ASM Materials Camp and Girls Who Code to learn 
more about materials engineer and computer programming, respectively. 
As a high school senior on track to graduate, Jessica plans to pursue an 
undergraduate degree in electrical engineering at Drexel University, 
followed by a graduate degree in biomedical engineering.  Her ultimate 
goal is to build a career in designing advanced medical devices and 
robotic prosthetics. 
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Britney Lu 
2023 David Gitter Memorial Scholar 

Britney grew up in an immigrant family, who 
instilled in her a deep appreciation for different 
cultures and the importance of giving back to 
the community. At a young age, she has been 
interested in STEM-related subjects and has 
taken many courses throughout high school to 
further her knowledge in this area. As treasurer 
of the Science Olympiad at Central High 

School, Britney has been able to cultivate her passion for STEM and 
allowed her to help others.  She has also volunteered in many community 
activities such as the Feast of Justice, Philadelphia Marathon, and Mid-
Autumn Festival. Her interest in STEM has inspired Britney to pursue a 
career in computer science, with a focus in developing innovative 
solutions to help people in need. She will be attending the University of 
Pittsburgh, and is excited to see what the future holds for her and 
the impact she can make on the world. 

Tiffany Gao 
2023 Powell Family Foundation Scholar 

Tiffany attends Bensalem High School, and 
participates in various activities in school and the 
community.  She is a member of the Robotics Club 
and the National Honors Society. As a previous 
member of the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of 
Science, she has conducted scientific research and 
competed at State level. Tiffany strives to increase 

female participation in technology, not only in her capacity as 
programming and data analytics lead at the Robotics Club, but by 
volunteering as a robotics mentor at a local elementary school. Through a 
Comcast internship, she participated in the organization and structure of 
the access network throughout the Philadelphia area with the 
development of the Aegis/Iris app. She is also an avid piano player, who 
is preparing to take her practical piano Grade 8 test this summer. She 
plans to pursue Computer Science at Brown University.  
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______________________________________________________________________ 

2023 MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

SCHOLARSHIP 

Danica Zhao 
Ernst & Young Scholar 

Elizabeth Lee 
ImJa P Choi Memorial Scholar 

Jianwei Li 
George Yep Memorial Scholar 

Yu Lin 
Christina Kong Scholar 

Poyphailin Sorphapmixay 
Richard Lai & Sandra Featherman 

Memorial Scholar 

Tiffany Wong 
Parke Bank Scholar 

Fiona Wong 
PNC Scholar 

Elena Gao 
Susanna Foo Scholar 

Shen Lin 
Keystone First Scholar 

Hae Paw 
WSFS Bank Scholar 

Brianna Luong 
Elizabeth Featherman Scholar 

YunFei Mo 
Margaret Chin Academic Scholar 

Emma Buchko 
Sabrina Soong Memorial Scholar 

Sydney Gia Huynh 
Calla Lily -Alpha Sigma Rho at 

Temple University Scholar 

Xinqing (Daisy) Xu 
Filipino Intercultural Society of  

Drexel University (FISDU) Scholar 

 Jenny Tan 
Penn Philippine Association Scholar 



Danica Zhao 
Ernst & Young Scholar 

Academy at Palumbo 
New York University Shanghai 

– Finance

Elizabeth Lee 
ImJa P.Choi Memorial Scholar 

Harriton High School 
University of Pittsburgh - 

Computer Science 

Jianwei Li 
George Yep Memorial Scholar 

Julia Masterman High School 
University of Pennsylvania – 

Nursing 

Yu Lin 
    Christina Kong Scholar 

Academy At Palumbo 
Penn State University, 

University Park – Nursing 
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Poyphailin Sorphapmixay 
Richard C. Lai & Sandra 

Featherman Memorial Scholar 

STEM Academy at Showalter 
University of Virginia – 

Astronomy/Physics 

Tiffany Wong 
Parke Bank Scholar 

Central High School 
New York University Shanghai 

– Biology

Fiona Wong 
PNC Bank Scholar 

High School for Creative & 
Performing Arts (CAPA) 

New York University Shanghai  
- Undecided

Elena Gao 
    Susanna Foo Scholar 

Franklin Learning Center 
Drexel University – Culinary 

Arts & Sciences/Arts & Design 
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Shen Lin 
Keystone First Scholar 

Philadelphia High School for 
Girls 

University of Pennsylvania – 
Biology 

Hae Paw 
WSFS CARES Foundation Scholar 

Academy at Palumbo High 
School 

University of Pittsburgh - 
Nursing 

Brianna Luong 
Elizabeth Featherman Scholar 

Academy at Palumbo 
Thomas Jefferson University - 

Nursing 

YunFei Mo 
Margaret Chin Academic Scholar 

Horace Furness High School 
Drexel University - Game 

Design & Production 
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Emma Buchko 
Sabrina Soong Memorial Scholar 

Conwell-Egan Catholic High 
School 

Duke University – Biomedical  
Engineering 

Sydney Gia Huynh 
Calla Lily -Alpha Sigma Rho 
at Temple University Scholar 

Academy At Palumbo 
Temple University - 

Psychology 

Xinqing Daisy Xu 
Filipino Intercultural Society of 
Drexel University (FISDU) 

Scholar 

Upper Darby High School 
Drexel University – Computer 

Science 

Jenny Tan 
Penn Philippine Association Scholar 

St. Hubert Catholic High 
School for Girls 

The New School – undecided 
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________________________________________________________________

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS 
_____________________________________________________ 

       Presenting Sponsor 

PECO 

High Honors 

Pearl Lee 
The Powell Family Foundation 

Ernst & Young  
Honorable Ida Chen 

Cap and Gown 

Asian Bank 
Caring Charity Foundation 

Christina Kong 
Comcast 

Firstrust Bank 
Elizabeth Lai Featherman

Keystone First 
Methodist Foundation  

Parke Bank 
Penn Asian Senior Service Inc. (PASSi) 

PNC Bank 
Susanna Foo 

WSFS CARES Foundation 



__________________________________________________________________

DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS 
_______________________________________________________ 

      College Prep 

Alpha Sigma Rho Sorority of Temple University  
Cecilia Moy Yep 

Diana Liu 
Filipino Intercultural Society of Drexel University (FISDU) 

Melissa & Robin Kim 
Katherine Ngee  

Penn Philippine Association 
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 

Sophie Xu 

Contributors 

Asian American Educators 
The Abstract Co. 

      Barbara Bishop 
 Carol Wong  

Chinatown Benevolent Association 
Grace Wu Kong
     Gloria Yu 

Hip Sing Association 
Jacqueline Lam 

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC 
L. Lew

Leanna Lee-Whitman 
Marife Domingo 

Mary Montgomery 
Nydia Han 

PA Burial Company (Baldi Funeral Home) 
Quantum Translation Service 

Rona Navera 
Schoolmen’s Club 

Virginia Lam 



_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Past Scholars 
______________________________________________________________________________

2022: Four-Year Scholars: Cherilynn Chow, Michelle Vo, Wendy Dong, Yao Jing,  
Kelly Sy, May Loo 
Merit Scholars: Tracy Chen, Meady Chiem, Janet Cho, My Thu (Connie) Ha, 
Justine Ho, Selena Huynh, Diana Kim, Jia-Xin Li, Luofei Li,  Ivy Liu, Joyce Liu, 
Christina Lu, Madison Shelton, Kylie Tang, Valkyrie Tirtakusuma, Mandy Ung, 
Charlotte Welsh, Yi Huan Yang  

2021: Four-Year Scholars: Monica Madya, Chenling Huang, Annie Chen, Annie Jiang, 
Monique Huynh 
Merit Scholars: Angelique Casem, Claire Chen, Joyce Chen, Linda Chen, 
Michelle Chi, Tianne Fitzmaurice, Elizabeth Hudak, Grace Kim, Julia Yong 
LaFrance, Joanne Li, Tiffany Lim, Angela Liu, Wendy Liu, Mishelley Low, Emily 
Mirabelli, Brooklyn Phang, Sarah Philip, Sophia Castillo Rosser, Emily Quan, 
Mary Santoso, Kintan Silvany, Samantha Surnitsky, Victoria Tran, Cindy 
Troung, Quynh Vo, Shirley Zhang, May Zheng, Ziyi Zhong 

2020: Four-Year Scholars: Winnie Wong, Xuemi Zhang, Yang Zheng 
Merit Scholars: Ainsley Arquitola, Samera Baksh, Wendy Foley, Jialin Huang, 
Jenny Huyhn, Joyce Li, Ivy Li, Senmi Li, Emily Lim, Anna Nguyen, Casandra 
Nguyen, Cindy Nguyen, Lucy Vo Nguyen, Lena Oeun, Sarah Rivera, Katherine 
Russell, Jamey Schultz, My Thdar, Julia Tran, Kely Vu, Brianna Wahyudi, Grace 
Welsh, Michelle Wu, Xiyuan Zhang 

2019: Four-Year Scholars: Linda Jiang, Jennifer Liang, Brenda Shou 
Merit Scholars: Khin Aye, Cindy Chau, Cindy Chen, Niang Sian Dieh, Michelle 
Hu, Morgan Hural, Jessica Jiang, Karissa Wai Jung, Helen Li, Michelle Lieu, 
Kenix Lin, Quynh Nguyen, Lisa Nguyen, Meymey Seng, Megan Shelton, Jennie 
Wang, Michelle Wu, Angela Zhi, Jessica Zou 

2018:  Four-Year Scholars: Angela Dong; Jaquelyn Chow; Anna Vien Nguyen; Sarenna 
Roeung; 
Merit Scholars: Linda Young; Sameet Mann; Thao Nhu Truong; Eva Silvie Low; 
Jingwen Lin; Alexa Baldon; Tiffany Huynh Nguyen; Anna Quan; Pauline Zheng; 
Siqi Zheng; Sharon Yun; Jingru Lin; Michelle Chan; Julie Ho; Nang Wunn Noon 
Naw; Amy Huang 

2017: Samantha Chiu, Villanova; Helen Ly, UPenn; Than Than Nain, Millersville 
University; Ngan Tran, Lehigh; Xinmeng Wang, Drexel 
Merit Scholars: Lin Jia Chen, Michelle Do, Sha Eh, Alyssa Noelle Geniza, Jessica 
Ha, Tina Hang, Katharine Keo, Dana Ly, An Nguyen, Kathleen Nguyen, Jenny 
Ni, Mi Phong, Thank Song, Julie Tan, Xinyi Xie 

2016: Yan (Amy) Chen, Temple; Helen Luong, Temple; Ellen Wirawan, Philadelphia 
University; Shu Lin Zhao, Drexel 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Past Scholars 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2016:  Merit Scholars: Bernice Chen, Penn State; Olive Hernandez, Penn State; Ada 
Huang, Drexel; Arleen Lee, Arts Institute of Philadelphia; Na Lin, Temple; 
Amber Liu, Drexel; Yia Lu Liu, Drexel; Tristy Paulose, University of Texas; 
Chutong Tan, La Salle; Ashley Truong, Temple; Cynthia Vo, West Chester 
University; Yingying (Iris) Xue,Temple; Anni Zhang, UPenn 

2015:  Joann Wong, Drexel; Savana Mai, University of Virginia; Huidan Mei, Temple;  
Merit Scholars: Sydney Chin, Kelly Chu, Kathy Lam, Queenie Lam, Lauren 
Louie, Hua Lin, Jennifer Pachucki, Kim Tang, Lisa Zhang, Miaojing Zeng, 
Xinqian Zheng 

2014: Jenny Mak, Drexel; Meiling Rong, University of the Sciences; Amy Liang, 
University of the Sciences 
Merit Scholars: Jennifer Eap, Jenny Hoang, Megan Mo, Jiaqi Liu, Winly Mai, 
Anna Pham, Alicia Reyes 

2013:  Trinh Nguyen, Temple; Sherry Yao, UPenn; Sefy Paulose, Drexel; Guia Longasa, 
University of the Arts 
Merit Scholars: Thy Hong Vu, Xinwei Li, Go Khawm (Christina) Vung, Emily 
Zanker, Xiaou Huang, Time Nguyen 

2012: Tsz Ting (Maggie) Cheung, Temple; Sandy Wang, Drexel; Kane Lee, University 
of Maryland; Yongyu (Vinnie) Feng, University of the Sciences; Trang Dang, 
Penn State; Peiying Lin, Temple 
Art Scholars: Hee Hyun (Joyce) Jo, Wheaton College Conservatory of Music; 
Julianna Melissa Bautista, London’s Central School of Speech & Drama
Merit Scholars: Carmen Chan, Cassandra Chen, Connie Chen, Karen Cheung, 
Lisa Cheung, Anita Ching, Kathleen Escarcha, Gisela Giolafina, Shuru Huang, 
Shi Qing Kuang, Eugena Lee, Shelley Leung, Amy Ng, Duyen Quach, Christine 
Tang, Minh Thu Truong, Kelly Yao, Jenny Zhang, Xue Yan Zhang, Ling Feng 
Zhou 

2011:  Jennie Li, Tyler School of Arts; Si Li, University of the Sciences; Ting Lu, New York 
University; Pear Mok, Temple; Kelly Tran, Temple;  
Merit Scholars: Kelly Ca, Tiffany Lee, Felly Velicia, Xiufen Wang 

2010:  Jeong Hwa Kim, Emory; Weena Doyle, Drexel; Connie Liao, UPenn: Johanna 
Djuhadi, La Salle; Je Un Park, University of Delaware 
Merit Scholars: Hanh Nguyen, Huong Nguyen, Tenzin Youten 

2009:  Tanzin Fatima, Drexel; Thi Ho, UPenn; Sarah Lee, Rutgers; Dung Nguyen, 
Temple; Belinda Pang, Harvard; Christine Rhee, Harvey Mudd; Bachnhan Tram, 
Temple 
Merit Scholar: Thu Ngan Han;  
Methodist Hospital Nursing Scholar: Heana Yi 
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_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Our Past Scholars 
_______________________________________________________________________________

2008: Xuxu Chen, Penn State; Sisi Liu, Penn State; Chan Mao, Penn State; Jennifer 
Wong, UPenn         
Merit Scholars: Eva Jiang, Grace Kim, Jennifer Liu 

2007:  Angela Nguyen, UPenn; Julie Son, UPenn; Chanranchna Thai, Penn State; Merit 
Scholars: Ansu Jacob, Tsz Ling Kwok, Claudia Leung, Shannon Yu; Methodist 
Hospital Nursing Scholar: Christina Maria Kong 

2006:  Heeae Kim, University of the Sciences; Sharon Lee, Penn State; Bingqing Wu, 
Cedar Crest 
Merit Scholars: Dimple Ceasar, Xiufen Chen, Fei Luo, Tina Nguyen, Qing Ying 
Wang 

2005:  Linh Chia, Temple; Lilly Yue Deng, Harvard; Tri-hieu Ho, Penn State;  
Merit Scholar: Nhung Ho 

2004:  Varsha Abraham, Villanova; Danielle Bowes, American University; Morie Chen, 
Penn State; Ly Chou Kouai, Temple; Jia Kuang, University of Scranton; Win 
Chin Lee, La Salle; Lirui Li, Harvard; Hannah Park, Brown; Chanda Roeung, 
Temple; Hoang “Jessica” Tang, Columbia 
Merit Scholars: Alice Huang, Jietang Mai, Mi Phung 

2003:  Nancy Chhum, Penn State; Yu Na Kim, Wellesley; Wendy Kim Le, Drexel; 
Adrienne Lin, Stanford; Khushbu Patel, Penn State; Betty P. Tsang, Haverford; 
Nina Wong, UPenn  
Merit Scholars: Tuong-vi Pham, Nhung Hoang 

2002:  Gena Heng, Temple; Lily Mak, Drexel; Irene Woo, UPenn 
Merit Scholars: Trang Do, Tu Quyen Nguyen, Emily Roh, Soeuth Sovann 

2001:  Lily Lo, Yale; Sabrina Pang, Temple 
Merit Scholar: Sharon Zheng 

2000:  Betty Tsang, UPenn 

1999:  Minnie Quach, Harvard; Hai Yen Nguyen, Swarthmore 

1998:  Hyun Seung Kim, School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Merit Scholars: Yunha Koh, Vivian Tran 

1997:  Jessica Nguyen, Haverford 
Merit Scholar: Linh Lam 

1996:  Thoy Soeun 
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Powell Family Foundation 

We are delighted to provide continuing support 
 to the scholarship program of the 

Asian American Women’s Coalition  

Our best wishes to the current and past scholars 
of the Powell  Family Foundation! 

Tiffany Gao 
(2023 Scholar)

 2022 – May Loo & Kelly Sy 
2021 – Annie Chen & Annie Jiang 
2020 – Winnie Wong 
2019 – Jennifer Liang 
2018 – Anna Vien Nguyen 
2017 – Ngan Tran 
2016 – Helen Luong 
2015 – Huidan Mei 
2014 – Amy Liang 
2013 – Sefy Paulose 
2012 – Kane Lee 
2011 – Kelly Tran 
2010 – Connie Liao 
2009 – Belinda Pang 
2008 – Sisi Liu 
2007 – Angela Nguyen 
2006 – Sharon Lee 
2005 – Lilly Yue Deng 
2004 – Lirui Li 
2003 – Yu Na Kim 





In Memory of ImJa P. Choi 
AAWC Advisory Board Member   

Founder & former Executive Director,         
Penn Asian Senior Services, Inc. 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD CO-SPONSORED BY

The Honorable Ida Chen  

and 
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