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ASIAN AMERICAN WOMEN’S 
COALITION (AAWC) 

 

 
The Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC) is a diverse 
organization dedicated to empowering Asian American women through 
leadership and mutual support. Founded in 1987 by Cecilia Moy Yep and 
the Honorable Ida Chen, AAWC has consistently organized initiatives for 
the Asian community and collaborated with other groups to promote 
awareness and offer support on issues important to Asian Americans. 
AAWC also awards scholarship assistance to graduating Asian American 
female high school seniors planning to attend college. To learn more, visit  
https://www.aawcphilly.org.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 
Thank you for attending the 38th Annual 
Scholarship Banquet of the Asian American 
Women’s Coalition. This special occasion 
allows us to celebrate our 2025 scholars and 
recognize your valuable support in helping 
to empower young Asian American women 
through education. 
 

This year, we are awarding scholarships to 17 students who will be 
starting their college education. They are daughters of immigrant 
parents, and some are the first in their families to go to college. They 
embody our aspirations for a better future for Asian Americans in 
this country. 
 

Since we started our scholarship program 29 years ago, we have 
provided assistance to over 370 Asian American female high school 
graduates. Many of our past scholars have completed their degrees, 
have thriving careers, and are now giving back to their communities, 
including sharing their time, expertise, and resources as AAWC 
Board members. 
 

AAWC is able to provide these scholarships through the generous 
contributions of our donors. We are deeply thankful for the support 
of PECO and the Powell Family Foundation, including the students 
of Temple, Drexel, and the University of Pennsylvania, who have 
raised funds to support their own AAWC scholars.  
 

Finally, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Virginia Lam and 
Elizabeth Featherman, my Co-Chairs of this year’s Annual Banquet, 
as well as to the incredible women of AAWC – especially our 
founders, the Honorable Ida Chen and Cecilia Moy Yep. I deeply 
appreciate the friendship and wisdom shared by each of our 
members as we work together to advance AAWC’s mission.  
 

Thank you, and have an enjoyable evening. 
 
Grace Wu Kong  
2025 AAWC President 
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PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
 

 
OPENING REMARKS 

 Grace Wu Kong, President, AAWC 

BLESSING  
 Linda Mei-Hing Leung, Vice Principal, Holy Redeemer 

School 

WELCOME 
 Linda Jiang, 2019 PECO Scholar, Co-Emcee 
 Giselle Jap, 2024 PECO Scholar, Co-Emcee 

GOVERNOR’S GREETING 
 Razin M. Karu, Executive Director, PA Governor’s 

Advisory Commission on AAPI Affairs  
 
MAYOR’S GREETINGS                                                             
 Emily Qing Wang, Member, Philadelphia Mayor’s 

Commission for Women 
 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE                                                             
 Anna Zhang, Bassoon Solo, Manhattan School of 

Music 

INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE 
 Weena Doyle, Giving Back, 2010 PECO Scholar  

 
2024 SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 
 Merit Scholars 
 Four-Year Scholars 

 
CELEBRATORY TOAST  
 Prema Katari Gupta, President & CEO, Center City District 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 Marife Domingo, Vice President, AAWC 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF RAFFLE WINNERS 
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       AAWC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 

 
The Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC) launched a 
scholarship program in 1996 to assist Asian American female high 
school seniors with financial aid as they prepare for college.  The  
Scholarship Selection Committee, co-led by Katherine Ngee and 
Gloria Yu, reviews and selects awardees based on academic 
achievement, financial need, and community service.  
 
Initially funded through contributions from members, the program has 
garnered additional support from various donors, allowing AAWC to 
increase the number of scholarships awarded over time. From its 
inception in 1996 through 2025, including during the 2020 pandemic, 
AAWC has distributed over $890,000 in scholarships to 376 Asian 
American female high school graduates. 
 
In 2025, the Scholarship Committee received 23 applications. The  
AAWC Board approved the Committee’s recommendation to grant 
scholarship to 17 high school seniors from 12 different schools. Of 
these,  f ive (5) students will receive four-year support, and twelve (12) 
will receive one-time merit awards. 
 
The AAWC Scholarship Program also encourages past recipients and 
student-led organizations to support future scholars. For example, 
Christina Maria Kong, a recipient of the 2007 AAWC scholarship, has 
donated funds to support seven (7) students since 2018. The Filipino 
Intercultural Society of Drexel University and Alpha Sigma Rho 
Sorority at Temple University have raised funds for AAWC scholars 
since 2013 and 2015, respectively. In 2023, the Penn Philippine 
Association at the University of Pennsylvania began fundraising for a 
scholar. AAWC members contribute matching funds to student-led 
donations. 
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2025 FOUR-YEAR SCHOLARSHIP        
 
           

 
 

             Mandy Chen 
Cecilia Moy Yep Scholar 

 
 

Shuyi Li 
PECO Scholar 

 
 

Huimin Liu 
The Pearl Lee & David Gitter Family Scholar 

 
 

Joy Chen 
Powell Family Foundation Scholar 

 
 

Annabel Shin 
 PASSi Scholar – In Memory of Im Ja Choi 
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MANDY CHEN 
Cecilia Moy Yep Scholar 
 

Mandy is an honor student and a member of the 
Barnwell National Honor Society at Central 
High School, where she excels academically 
while actively engaging in leadership and 
community service. She has consistently 
demonstrated academic excellence in 
challenging environments – as a QuestBridge 
National College Match Finalist, an AP Scholar 

with Honor, and a participant in the University of Pennsylvania’s 
Young Scholars Program.  
At Central, she tutors peers in science and math, organizes blood 
drives, and serves as vice president of both Life 101 and the Music 
Performing Arts Club. She is also a competitive member of Science 
Olympiad and DECA, earning regional and district recognition in 
several events.  Mandy also volunteers with the Philadelphia 
Chinatown Development Corporation in its biweekly food distribution 
program. This fall, she will attend Villanova University to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing, with a minor in Cellular Engineering. 
Mandy aims to combine her interests in patient care, biomedical 
innovation, and community advocacy to help create equitable 
healthcare solutions for underserved communities. 

 
SHUYI LI 
PECO Scholar 

 
Shuyi is a first-generation immigrant student 
at the Academy at Palumbo High School, 
where she excels academically and 
demonstrates strong leadership. A founding 
member of Palumbo’s Science Olympiad 
team, where she also serves as team captain, 
she guides her peers through competitions that 
foster scientific inquiry, critical thinking, and 

collaboration. Beyond the classroom, Shuyi has been an active 
participant in the Women in Natural Sciences program throughout all 
four years of high school, gaining hands-on experience through 
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internships, fieldwork, and volunteer opportunities. She was selected 
to attend the prestigious Pennsylvania Governor’s School for the 
Sciences, where she deepened her interest in STEM through intensive 
study and research. This fall, Shuyi will begin her studies in Chemical 
Engineering at Northwestern University, where she plans to continue 
exploring her passion for science and innovation. 

 
HUIMIN LIU 
The Pearl Lee & David Gitter Family Scholar 
 

Huimin is a dedicated student at Abraham 
Lincoln High School, excelling academically 
and actively engaging in community service. 
At school, she serves as Vice President of the 
Asian Student Alliance Club, where she 
promotes cultural diversity by sharing Chinese 
traditions with students from various 
backgrounds, supports incoming freshmen 

through school tours and Q&A sessions, and advocates for inclusion 
and representation. Last summer, Huimin participated in the Chinese 
Youth Organization Project Summer Program organized by AAU. She 
represented her peers during the “No Arena” speeches, answering 
questions from guests and later joining the “No Arena” march to 
support the cause. This fall, she will attend Drexel University to study 
accounting and pursue a career in this field after graduation. 
 
JOY CHEN 
Powell Family Foundation Scholar 
 

Joy is a proud Philly native, born and raised. 
Both of her parents are immigrants who came 
to America in search of better opportunities for 
themselves and their children. Joy is currently 
a student at Central High School, where she has 
taken a rigorous course load that includes 
numerous AP and Honors classes. Outside the 
classroom, Joy is a dedicated student leader for 
Discovery Pathways—a program she has been 

actively involved in since its inception five years ago. In this role, she 
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has helped organize Community Boating Days, led recreational group 
tours, and coordinated Health Fairs held at FDR Park. She also serves 
as one of the Team Captains and strokers for the organization’s dragon 
boating team. Under her leadership, the team has earned multiple 
medals and was awarded the Regional Youth Champion Cup last year. 
They plan to compete in additional races this year. This July, Joy will 
represent the United States as a member of Team USA’s U18 Dragon 
Boating Team at a competition in Germany. In the fall, she will attend 
Temple University, where she plans to major in Biology. 
 
ANNABEL SHIN 
PASSi Scholar – In Memory of Im Ja Choi 
 

Annabel is a student at Villa Maria Academy 
High School, where she holds both academic 
and music scholarships. A committed leader 
and scholar, she serves as President of Bake for 
Charity, an organization that donates baked 
goods to support local communities, and the 
Latin Honor Society. She is also an active 
member of the National Honor Society, Quill 

and Scroll Honor Society, and the Student Integrity Committee. As a 
representative for Mission and Ministry, Villa’s service club, Annabel 
helps coordinate school-wide service initiatives and community 
outreach. Her volunteer work at Chester County Hospital further 
fueled her passion for healthcare. Beyond academics and service, 
Annabel is a varsity tennis player and a talented musician, performing 
as a violist and pianist with the Villa Maria Orchestra and String 
Ensemble. She also co-founded the Textiles Club and World Cultures 
Club, fostering creativity and cultural appreciation within the student 
body. This fall, Annabel will attend the University of Pittsburgh to 
pursue a degree in nursing, with the goal of becoming a NICU nurse. 

7



2025 MERIT SCHOLARSHIP 
 
             
                   

 Katharine Dang 
            George Yep Memorial Scholar 

 

Fiona Deng                                                                                        
Sabrina Soong Memorial Scholar 

 
Nicole Fang 

Susanna Foo Scholar 
 

Alyssa Leung 
Asian Bank Scholar 

 

Siqi Liu 
Penn Philippine Association (PPA) Scholar 

 
Victoria LoTofu 

Sandra Featherman Memorial Scholar 
 

Paige Murray 
Margaret Chin Academic Scholar 

 

Kaddy Ren 
Elizabeth Featherman Merit Scholar 

  
Jia Yi Wu 

Filipino Intercultural Society of Drexel University (FISDU) Scholar 
 

Nina Yoon 
Christina Kong Scholar 

 

Susan Zhao 
Calla Lily -Alpha Sigma Rho Sorority at Temple University Scholar 

 

Erica Zhong  
PNC Scholar 
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MERIT CAP & GOWN  
 
 
 

 
ALYSSA LEUNG 
Asian Bank Scholar 
Central Bucks High School 
University of Pittsburgh – Biology              
(Pre-Med) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NINA YOON 
Christina Kong Scholar 
Jenkintown High School 
Penn State Abington – Biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VICTORIA LOTOFU 
Sandra Featherman Memorial Scholar 
Pottsgrove High Schol 
University of Pittsburgh –  
Biological Sciences (Pre-Med) 
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KATHARINE DANG 
George Yep Memorial Scholar 
Sts. Neumann and Goretti High School 
Widener University – Biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ERICA ZHONG 
PNC Scholar 
Central High School 
Rutgers University Main Campus 

 – Finance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NICOLE FANG 
Susanna Foo Scholar 
Academy at Palumbo 
Haverford College – Psychology 
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MERIT COLLEGE PREP 
 
 

 
 
 

KADDY REN 
Elizabeth Featherman Merit Scholar 
Julia R. Masterman High School 
Duke University – Engineering/Civil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAIGE MURRAY 
Margaret Chin Academic Scholar 
Springside Chestnut Hill Academy 
Boston University – Education and           
Human Development 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIONA DENG 
Sabrina Soong Memorial Scholar 
Lower Moreland High School 
Thomas Jefferson University –                       
Pre-Med 
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JIA YI WU 
Filipino Intercultural Society of Drexel      
University (FISDU) Scholar 
Abraham Lincoln High School 
Drexel University – Accounting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUSAN ZHAO 
Calla Lily -Alpha Sigma Rho Sorority at         
Temple University Scholar 
Central High School 
Drexel University – Biology 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

SIQI LIU 
Penn Philippine Association (PPA) Scholar 
Mastery Charter Thomas Campus 
University of Pennsylvania - Biology 
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OUR PAST SCHOLARS 
 
 

2024: Four-Year Scholars: Selina Chen, Giselle Jap, Una Liu, Jenny Loo, Joy Luis 
 Merit Scholars: Katrina Chen, Queena Chen, Amanda Hudak, Jenny Le, Lina 

Lin, Nang Noom Lao, Chelsea Liu, Hser Nay Christ, Jolie Schreiber, Leilani 
Hencinski, 

2023: Four-Year Scholars: Amanda Chen, Jessica Wu, Britney Lu, Tiffany Gao 
 Merit Scholars: Emma Buchko, Elena Gao, Sydney Gia Huynh, Elizabeth Lee, 

Jianwei Li, Shen Lin, Yu Lin, Brianna *uong, YunFei Mo, Hae Paw, Poyphailin 
Sorphapmixay, Jenny Tan, Fiona Wong, Tiffany Wong, Xinqing (Daisy) Xu, 

2022:   Four-Year Scholars: Cherilynn Chow, Michelle Vo, Wendy Dong, Yao Jing, 
Kelly Sy, May Loo; Merit Scholars: Tracy Chen, Meady Chiem, Janet Cho, My 
Thu (Connie) Ha, Justine Ho, Selena Huynh, Diana Kim, Jia-Xin Li, Luofei Li, 
Ivy Liu, Joyce Liu, Christina Lu, Madison Shelton, Kylie Tang, Valkyrie 
Tirtakusuma, Mandy Ung, Charlotte Welsh, Yi Huan Yang 

2021:  Four-Year Scholars: Monica Madya, Chenling Huang, Annie Chen, Annie Jiang, 
Monique Huynh; Merit Scholars: Angelique Casem, Claire Chen, Joyce Chen, 
Linda Chen, Michelle Chi, Tianne Fitzmaurice, Elizabeth Hudak, Grace Kim, 
Julia Yong LaFrance, Joanne Li, Tiffany Lim, Angela Liu, Wendy Liu, Mishelley 
Low, Emily Mirabelli, Brooklyn Phang, Sarah Philip, Sophia Castillo Rosser, 
Emily Quan, Mary Santoso, Kintan Silvany, Samantha Surnitsky, Victoria Tran, 
Cindy Troung, Quynh Vo, Shirley Zhang, May Zheng, Ziyi Zhong 

2020:  Four-Year Scholars: Winnie Wong, Xuemi Zhang, Yang Zheng 
Merit Scholars: Ainsley Arquitola, Samera Baksh, Wendy Foley, Jialin Huang, 
Jenny Huyhn, Joyce Li, Ivy Li, Senmi Li, Emily Lim, Anna Nguyen, Casandra 
Nguyen, Cindy Nguyen, Lucy Vo Nguyen, Lena Oeun, Sarah Rivera, Katherine 
Russell, Jamey Schultz, My Thdar, Julia Tran, Kely Vu, Brianna Wahyudi, Grace 
Welsh, Michelle Wu, Xiyuan Zhang 

2019:  Four-Year Scholars: Linda Jiang, Jennifer Liang, Brenda Shou 
Merit Scholars: Khin Aye, Cindy Chau, Cindy Chen, Niang Sian Dieh, Michelle 
Hu, Morgan Hural, Jessica Jiang, Karissa Wai Jung, Helen Li, Michelle Lieu, 
Kenix Lin, Quynh Nguyen, Lisa Nguyen, Meymey Seng, Megan Shelton, Jennie 
Wang, Michelle Wu, Angela Zhi, Jessica Zou 

2018:  Four-Year Scholars: Angela Dong; Jaquelyn Chow; Anna Vien Nguyen; Sarenna 
Roeung; Merit Scholars: Linda Young; Sameet Mann; Thao Nhu Truong; Eva 
Silvie Low; Jingwen Lin; Alexa Baldon; Tiffany Huynh Nguyen; Anna Quan; 
Pauline Zheng; Siqi Zheng; Sharon Yun; Jingru Lin; Michelle Chan; Julie Ho; 
Nang Wunn Noon Naw; Amy Huang 

2017:  Samantha Chiu, Villanova; Helen Ly, UPenn; Than Than Nain, Millersville 
University; Ngan Tran, Lehigh; Xinmeng Wang, Drexel 
Merit Scholars: Lin Jia Chen, Michelle Do, Sha Eh, Alyssa Noelle Geniza, Jessica 
Ha, Tina Hang, Katharine Keo, Dana Ly, An Nguyen, Kathleen Nguyen, Jenny 
Ni, Mi Phong, Thank Song, Julie Tan, Xinyi Xie 
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OUR PAST SCHOLARS 
 
 

2016:  Yan (Amy) Chen, Temple; Helen Luong, Temple; Ellen Wirawan, Philadelphia 
University; Shu Lin Zhao, Drexel 
Merit Scholars: Bernice Chen, Penn State; Olive Hernandez, Penn State; Ada 
Huang, Drexel; Arleen Lee, Arts Institute of Philadelphia; Na Lin, Temple; 
Amber Liu, Drexel; Yia Lu Liu, Drexel; Tristy Paulose, University of Texas; 
Chutong Tan, La Salle; Ashley Truong, Temple; Cynthia Vo, West Chester 
University; Yingying (Iris) Xue,Temple; Anni Zhang, UPenn 

2015:  Joann Wong, Drexel; Savana Mai, University of Virginia; Huidan Mei, Temple; 
Merit Scholars: Sydney Chin, Kelly Chu, Kathy Lam, Queenie Lam, Lauren 
Louie, Hua Lin, Jennifer Pachucki, Kim Tang, Lisa Zhang, Miaojing Zeng, 
Xinqian Zheng 

2014:  Jenny Mak, Drexel; Meiling Rong, University of the Sciences; Amy Liang, 
University of the Sciences 
Merit Scholars: Jennifer Eap, Jenny Hoang, Megan Mo, Jiaqi Liu, Winly Mai, 
Anna Pham, Alicia Reyes 

2013:  Trinh Nguyen, Temple; Sherry Yao, UPenn; Sefy Paulose, Drexel; Guia Longasa, 
University of the Arts 
Merit Scholars: Thy Hong Vu, Xinwei Li, Go Khawm (Christina) Vung, Emily 
Zanker, Xiaou Huang, Time Nguyen 

2012:  Tsz Ting (Maggie) Cheung, Temple; Sandy Wang, Drexel; Kane Lee, University 
of Maryland; Yongyu (Vinnie) Feng, University of the Sciences; Trang Dang, 
Penn State; Peiying Lin, Temple 
Art Scholars: Hee Hyun (Joyce) Jo, Wheaton College Conservatory of Music; 
Julianna Melissa Bautista, London’s Central School of Speech & Drama 
Merit Scholars: Carmen Chan, Cassandra Chen, Connie Chen, Karen Cheung, 
Lisa Cheung, Anita Ching, Kathleen Escarcha, Gisela Giolafina, Shuru Huang, 
Shi Qing Kuang, Eugena Lee, Shelley Leung, Amy Ng, Duyen Quach, Christine 
Tang, Minh Thu Truong, Kelly Yao, Jenny Zhang, Xue Yan Zhang, Ling Feng 
Zhou 

2011:  Jennie Li, Tyler School of Arts; Si Li, University of the Sciences; Ting Lu, New York 
University; Pear Mok, Temple; Kelly Tran, Temple; 
Merit Scholars: Kelly Ca, Tiffany Lee, Felly Velicia, Xiufen Wang 

2010:  Jeong Hwa Kim, Emory; Weena Doyle, Drexel; Connie Liao, UPenn: Johanna 
Djuhadi, La Salle; Je Un Park, University of Delaware 
Merit Scholars: Hanh Nguyen, Huong Nguyen, Tenzin Youten 

2009:  Tanzin Fatima, Drexel; Thi Ho, UPenn; Sarah Lee, Rutgers; Dung Nguyen, 
Temple; Belinda Pang, Harvard; Christine Rhee, Harvey Mudd; Bachnhan Tram, 
Temple 
Merit Scholar: Thu Ngan Han; 
Methodist Hospital Nursing Scholar: Heana Yi 
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OUR PAST SCHOLARS 
 

 
2008:  Xuxu Chen, Penn State; Sisi Liu, Penn State; Chan Mao, Penn State; Jennifer 

Wong, UPenn 
Merit Scholars: Eva Jiang, Grace Kim, Jennifer Liu 

2007:  Angela Nguyen, UPenn; Julie Son, UPenn; Chanranchna Thai, Penn State;        
Merit Scholars: Ansu Jacob, Tsz Ling Kwok, Claudia Leung, Shannon Yu; 
Methodist Hospital Nursing Scholar: Christina Maria Kong 

2006:  Heeae Kim, University of the Sciences; Sharon Lee, Penn State; Bingqing Wu, 
Cedar Crest 
Merit Scholars: Dimple Ceasar, Xiufen Chen, Fei Luo, Tina Nguyen, Qing Ying 
Wang 

2005:  Linh Chia, Temple; Lilly Yue Deng, Harvard; Tri-hieu Ho, Penn State; 
Merit Scholar: Nhung Ho 

2004:  Varsha Abraham, Villanova; Danielle Bowes, American University; Morie Chen, 
Penn State; Ly Chou Kouai, Temple; Jia Kuang, University of Scranton; Win 
Chin Lee, La Salle; Lirui Li, Harvard; Hannah Park, Brown; Chanda Roeung, 
Temple; Hoang “Jessica” Tang, Columbia 
Merit Scholars: Alice Huang, Jietang Mai, Mi Phung 

2003:  Nancy Chhum, Penn State; Yu Na Kim, Wellesley; Wendy Kim Le, Drexel; 
Adrienne Lin, Stanford; Khushbu Patel, Penn State; Betty P. Tsang, Haverford; 
Nina Wong, UPenn 
Merit Scholars: Tuong-vi Pham, Nhung Hoang 

2002:  Gena Heng, Temple; Lily Mak, Drexel; Irene Woo, UPenn 
Merit Scholars: Trang Do, Tu Quyen Nguyen, Emily Roh, Soeuth Sovann 

2001:  Lily Lo, Yale; Sabrina Pang, Temple 
Merit Scholar: Sharon Zheng 

2000:  Betty Tsang, UPenn 

1999:  Minnie Quach, Harvard; Hai Yen Nguyen, Swarthmore 

1998:  Hyun Seung Kim, School of the Art Institute of Chicago 
Merit Scholars: Yunha Koh, Vivian Tran 

1997: Jessica Nguyen, Haverford 
Merit Scholar: Linh Lam 

1996:  Thoy Soeun 
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DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS 
   

                 Presenting Sponsor  
 

PECO 
 

 Top of the Class  
 

Pearl Lee 
 

High Honors 
 

The Powell Family Foundation  
 

Honor Roll 
 

Honorable Ida Chen 
Penn Asian Senior Services Inc. (PASSi)  

 
Cap and Gown 

 

Andrew & Elizabeth Featherman 
Asian Bank 

Cecilia Moy Yep 
Comcast 

Christina & Grace Kong 
Methodist Hospital Foundation  

PNC Bank  
Ray Brogden, Brogden Architectural Office  

Susanna Foo 
 

College Prep 
 

Diana Liu 
Katherine Ngee 
Keystone First 

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine 
Sophie Xu                                                                                                
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DONORS & CONTRIBUTORS 

Contributors 

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC 
Alpha Sigma Rho of Temple University 

Filipino Intercultural Society of Drexel University (FISDU) 
Kim Nguyen 

Penn Philippine Association (PPA) University of Pennsylvania 
Helen Louie

Anita Li 
Nydia Han 

Marife Domingo 
Rona Navera  

L. Lew
Sandi Foxx Jones 

Leanna Lee Whitman 
Wendy Smith Stefne 

Wang Wendy Le 

Supporters 

Lily Higgins 
Wellpoint Oriental Medicine LLC  

Belinda Huang 
Elizabeth Lai Featherman 

Amy Liang 
Nancy Francis 

Grace Kong 
Helen Lee 

Jacqueline Lam 
Virginia Lam 

Katherine Ngee 
  Carol Wong 
      Kim Vo 
 Margaret Yee 
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SPEAKERS & PRESENTERS 

 WEENA DOYLE was awarded AAWC’s PECO Scholarship in 
2010 and later became an active volunteer with AAWC. She 
has served as Co-Chair of the Scholar Development 
Committee and currently sits on AAWC’s Advisory Board. 
With over a decade of experience in healthcare, Weena has 
worked across both for-profit and non-profit public health and 

healthcare organizations. She currently serves as Vice President of Narberth 
Ambulance, a nonprofit organization providing 911 emergency medical 
services to the townships of Lower Merion, Haverford, and Ridley, as well as 
the boroughs of Narberth, Conshohocken, West Conshohocken, and 
Lansdowne. In addition to her leadership role, Weena is an active paramedic 
with both Narberth Ambulance and Bensalem EMS, and also serves as an EMT 
instructor. She holds a BA from Drexel University and recently completed a 
Post-Baccalaureate Pre-Health Studies program at Thomas Jefferson 
University. 
 

 PREMA KATARI GUPTA is the President and CEO of the 
Center City District (CCD) and Executive Director of the 
Central Philadelphia Development Corporation (CPDC). 
With extensive experience in economic development, public-
private real estate projects, and place-making, she has held 
key roles at the Philadelphia Navy Yard, PIDC, and 
University City District, contributing significantly to the 

transformation of urban spaces across Philadelphia. Prema is actively engaged 
in national and local civic leadership. She is a member of the Urban Land 
Institute’s national council on public-private partnerships, serves on the board 
of the Fairmount Park Conservancy, and is a trustee of The Philadelphia Award. 
She holds a bachelor’s degree from Bowdoin College, a master’s degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Design, and a certificate in real 
estate development from The Wharton School. 

 
LINDA JIANG (Emcee) was the recipient of AAWC’s 2019 
PECO Scholarship. She graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania, and now works as a Pediatric ICU Nurse at the 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. In her free time, she 
enjoys traveling, reading, and exploring Philadelphia’s vibrant 
food scene. Having grown up deeply connected to Philly’s  
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Asian American community, Linda is passionate about giving back and takes 
pride in seeing her community grow and thrive. 

 
GISELLE JAP (Emcee) was the recipient of AAWC’s 2024 
PECO Scholarship. A graduate of Julia R. Masterman High 
School, she is currently a sophomore at the University of 
Notre Dame, where she is studying Electrical Engineering. 
In addition to her academic pursuits, Giselle also plays the 
violin. 
 

 
 RAZIN KARU is the Executive Director of the Pennsylvania 
Governor’s Advisory Commission for Asian American & 
Pacific Affair. He is a graduate of Temple University, with 
a double major in History and Political Science, with a minor 
is Global Studies and certificate in Political Economy. 
 
 

 
LINDA MEI-HING LEUNG has dedicated over 45 years of 
service to Holy Redeemer Catholic Church and School. She 
currently serves as Vice Principal of the school and Director 
of Pastoral Services for the church. Aside from working 
closely with teachers and parents to foster a nurturing 
educational environment, she founded and developed the 
school’s Chinese Language Program and Chinese Dance 
Group to help students stay connected to their cultural 

heritage. In her pastoral role, Linda has led and expanded numerous programs 
serving children, youth, and adults through the parish and in collaboration with 
community organization. These initiatives include a Saturday tutoring program 
for children, health fairs, youth recreational activities, ESL instruction, among 
others. 
 

EMILY QING WANG, originally from China, has lived in 
Philadelphia for nearly 30 years. As a Certified International 
Property Specialist (CIPS) and a global realtor with Century 
21 Advantage Gold. Her dedication has earned her numerous 
top sales and quality service awards. Emily serves on various 
local and national realtors associations, and brings a rich 
background in Chinese language interpretation, immigration, 
and family law paralegal work to her real estate career. She 

is actively involved in promoting  homeownership, fair housing, and  access to  
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resources for underserved communities. Emily is a member of the Philadelphia  
Commission for Women, supporting initiatives in health, civic engagement, 
social justice, and gender equity. In addition, Emily volunteers to support 
women and children affected by domestic violence and mentors Chinese 
parents through her church. In her free time, she enjoys global travel, hiking, 
cooking, and photography with friends. 

 
ANNA ZHANG Anna Zhang is a 19-year-old bassoonist 
from Philadelphia and a sophomore at the Manhattan 
School of Music in New York. A graduate of Central High 
School, she began her musical journey as a percussionist 
before discovering her passion for the bassoon in eighth 
grade. Since then, she has performed at prestigious venues 
including Carnegie Hall, the Kimmel Center, Cincinnati 
Music Hall, and Chicago Symphony Hall. Anna is 
currently a member of the Manhattan School of Music 

Symphony Orchestra, the New York Youth Symphony, and the Columbia 
University Bach Society Orchestra. She studies on a full scholarship at the 
Manhattan School of Music under William Short, Principal Bassoon of the 
Metropolitan Opera, and previously trained with Daniel Matsukawa, Principal 
Bassoon of the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

 
 

 
 

Banquet Planning Committee 
 

CO-CHAIRS: 
 

Grace Kong, Elizabeth Featherman, Virginia Lam 
 

MEMBERS:  
 

The Honorable Ida Chen * Margaret Chin  
Marife Domingo * Emily Du * Lily Higgins * Anita Li  

Rona Navera * Kathy Ngee * Anna Vien Nguyen  
Stefne Wang * Carol Wong * Cecilia Moy Yep 

Gloria Yu * Lamei Zhang 
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Powell Family Foundation 

We are delighted to continue supporting 
AAWC’s scholarship program.  

 
Our best wishes to the current and past scholars 

of the Powell Family Foundation! 

Joy Chen 
(2025 Scholar) 

 
2024 – Jenny Loo 
2023 – Tiffany Gao 
2022 – May Loo and Kelly Sy 
2021 – Annie Chen and Annie Jiang 
2020 – Winnie Wong 
2019 – Jennifer Liang 
2018 – Anna Vien Nguyen 
2017 – Ngan Tran 
2016 – Helen Luong 
2015 – Huidan Mei 
2014 – Amy Liang 
2013 – Sefy Paulose 
2012 – Kane Lee 
2011 – Kelly Tran 
2010 – Connie Liao 
2009 – Belinda Pang 
2008 – Sisi Liu 
2007 – Angela Nguyen 
2006 – Sharon Lee 
2005 – Lilly Yue Deng 
2004 – Lirui Li 
2003 – Yu Na Kim 

 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

The Pearl Lee & David Gitter      
Family Scholarship  

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Huimin Liu 
2025 Scholar 

 

 
 

  



 

 
 
  



 

 

 

In Memory of ImJa P. Choi 
AAWC Advisory Board Member 

Founder & former Executive Director, 
Penn Asian Senior Services, Inc. 

 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD CO-SPONSORED BY 

The Honorable Ida Chen 

and 
 




	Asian American Women’s Coalition (AAWC)
	President’s Message
	Program Schedule
	AAWC Scholarship Program
	2025 Four-Year Scholarship
	Mandy Chen
	Shuyi Li
	Huimin Liu
	Joy Chen
	Annabel Shin
	Mandy Chen
	Cecilia Moy Yep Scholar

	Shuyi Li
	PECO Scholar

	Huimin Liu
	The Pearl Lee & David Gitter Family Scholar

	Joy Chen
	Powell Family Foundation Scholar

	Annabel Shin
	PASSi Scholar – In Memory of Im Ja Choi
	Katharine Dang
	Nicole Fang
	Alyssa Leung
	Siqi Liu
	Victoria LoTofu
	Paige Murray
	Kaddy Ren
	Elizabeth Featherman Merit Scholar
	Jia Yi Wu
	Nina Yoon
	Susan Zhao
	Erica Zhong



	Our Past Scholars
	Our Past Scholars
	Presenting Sponsor
	Top of the Class
	High Honors
	Honor Roll
	Cap and Gown
	College Prep
	Contributors
	Joy Chen (2025 Scholar)

	Congratulations



